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What do these items have to do with our at-risk citizens with disabilities?  Well the items pictured are very important in many ways.  Take the Christmas tree first –

Fresh trees need water and plenty of it.  Are you able physically to maintain the water levels in the tree stand?  Is the effort necessary to stretch down and crawl (if applicable) to reach the stand too hard for you if a wheelchair user or a person with back, hips, leg or muscular impairments?  You may want to consider using an artificial tree that does not require water.

The Hanukkah candles are lovely but are you physically able to set the holder high enough to be out of reach of inquisitive little hands from your children?  Are you able to light the candles with limited use of fingers or hands?  If it is hard for you to do, a suggestion is to use an electric candle holder that simulates the significance of the Menorah.   

The Christmas greens are very pretty and add a nice country type of touch to your home but do remember they are fresh and will need water to maintain their freshness.  If they dry out the berries on the plants may drop and any children or animals may attempt to eat them.  Some of the holiday greens are poisonous.  The mistletoe next to the holiday greens are also poisonous and should be posted high enough that children and animals cannot get to them.  
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Our children and our working dogs are too valuable to put them in dangers way.  

Okay now the electrical outlets.  We know to keep the area surrounding the electrical outlet free of clutter, hanging curtains or drapes, and to keep the electrical outlet covered when not in use, BUT sometimes during holiday decorating we may forget and overload or attempt to use extension cords that are not appropriate or safe for extended uses.  

Remember to use a UL listed surge protector for the various electrical plugs for your holiday decorating.  Also the cords on the decorations must run over top of the carpeting and out of the way of traffic.  Some safety concerns to consider when placing the electrical decorations include people using various medical equipment devices such as the following –
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Figure 1white cane for persons with visual impairments
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Figure 2 large power wheelchair
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Figure 3electric scooters
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Figure 4 walkers with wheels
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Figure 5crutches or leg braces
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Figure 6 training walkers
When setting up your holiday setting within your home or business facilities remember that the medical equipment shown in this brochure may be of concern to you.  

A free and clear means of egress must be maintained for all people that will be in the location.  Placement of electric cords, holiday decorations and any other obstacles may impair the ability of individuals with mobility equipment to move freely.  

Placement of holiday decorations, i.e. Christmas trees, close to walls makes the travel pathways easier to maintain and allows free movement and in some cases turn around ability for scooters, wheelchairs, large walkers or power wheelchairs.  

Enjoy the holiday season but keep in mind that safety must come first for everyone involved.  
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