  

	Making an Inaccessible Shelter   Accessible - Helpful Tips
	          It Can Be Done!
	          Still More Tips!

	HELPU Fire and Life Safety has developed this brochure for making suggestions on how to make an inaccessible shelter an accessible shelter with minimal cost or labor. 

Hurricane and Tornado season is approaching most of the United States.  Many shelter facilities used for emergency evacuation and sheltering needs during severe weather emergencies are Public School Buildings.  The buildings may or may not be fully ADA accessible. 

We realize how costly it would be for the American Red Cross, the State Fire Marshall's, and the Emergency Planners to find fully accessible shelters for each region, therefore we have made this brochure to help with some easy tips for making a shelter accessible. 

The next 2 panels will give some suggestions as to how to implement the temporary adaptations and list the tools necessary for doing the work.  We encourage duplication of this brochure and implementation into any Fire Safety Training Manual and Sheltering Guide for Persons dealing with Sheltering and evacuations. 

Questions and/or Comments: 
  

HELPU Fire and Life Safety
1409 B North Mt. Vernon Avenue
Williamsburg, Va. 23185
Email: training@helpusafety.org 
Website: http://www.helpusafety.org 
	· Making the bathroom stall area wide enough for a wheelchair to turn around and side transfer -
         [image: image1.wmf]      X  [image: image2.wmf] 
The above 2 gifs are of commodes with the large X in between representing the bathroom stall wall.  If the stall area that is designated for handicapped use is not 5-foot turn around space for side transfers, you can with a bit of assistance make the stall temporarily accessible during the time you will have the shelter in use.  Making use of pre-planning is important.  Contact your School's Maintenance Director and ask if possible for your agencies Shelter Manager to have a duplicate of the Allen type wrench that is used to tighten and or loosen the screws holding the wall structure between the 2 commodes.  Explaining how when the wall is temporarily removed during an evacuation situation only, it does become a larger stall and aides persons with mobility aides such as power wheelchairs, manual wheelchairs and scooters to enter the stall and maneuver their device for a side transfer to use the commode.  

When the emergency is over and the individuals are able to return to their homes it is easy to reset the wall, tighten the screws and the School Building is back the way it was prior to the Emergency Sheltering. 

Cost: A bit of muscle, maybe 2 men or women, a phone call and pre-planning.   
 
	· Making the doors light enough for easy entry for people using mobility aides -
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The above 2 door gifs represent both an inside and an outside entryway.  For a person using a mobility aide such as a wheelchair, walker, canes, braces, crutches, or cuffs, it can be very difficult to manipulate their bodies to open the door and enter the building or room.  Obviously an outside door cannot be left open in inclement weather or during freezing temperatures, so we suggest loosening the pressure bolt located on the top of the door.  If it is a commercial building (Public School, Hospital) it will have a V shaped lever at the top of the door frame.  using a small step ladder, step stool, or sturdy chair you can reach the top of the lever and loosen the bolt with wrenches or Allen wrenches whichever tool is required to loosen the screw or bolt.  The door will still shut, stay secure and be available for use by all entering or exiting the building or room.  

If it is an inside doorway that is too narrow for a wheelchair, with permission you can remove the hinges and set the door aside.  This will increase the door width by eliminating the door itself; many times allowing a wheelchair user to enter with ease. 

Remember to re-tighten and reseat the door prior to leaving the building. 

Cost: Again a bit of muscle, and pre-planning.  

Please feel free to download these to your website, distribute or make copies.  If linking to this please include our link.  Thank You.
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